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established the Canberra prior to it being bought out by Mr Calokerinos
and his family, Yannis ‘Jack Smiles’ Kalokerinos.
During the first World War 1914-18, Jack Smiles came to Manilla as a
cafe proprietor from Walgett. His cafe was situated where Sevil’s butcher
shop now stands.
Jack Smiles built the Canberra Cafe premises in 1927. He was joined
by a cousin Phillip Feros. Jack operated the Canberra Cafe and Feros was
installed into the York Cafe - now the Manilla Bakery. The York had operated until 1965 and then closed, a victim of the business downturn after
the completion of Keepit Dam.
The Canberra Cafe was so named from the opening of the Old
Parliament House which was unveiled in Canberra the same year.
Operating next door to the Canberra Cafe is the Skylight Restaurant
established by Paul Calokerinos and his wife Helen and venue for many
celebrations and meetings for the past 20 years.
Paul married Helen on the Greek island of Kythira in 1962. They have
reared three children in Manilla. John is the right hand man in the business which also sees youngest daughter Mary assisting. After her early
days in the cafe and schooling here, Kathy lives and works in Sydney.
Paul has two sisters - Maria and Kety - in Canberra along with a brother Jim. A second brother Vince had resided in Canberra also but passed
away a few years ago.
The forthcoming celebrations will also serve as a family reunion with
up to 50 descendants expected. Such reunions are very scarce, Paul
said.
Originally owned by Kytherian-born John (Jack) Kalokerinos, the cafe
was bought by a trio of relatives - Paul, his uncle Bill Glytsos and Paul’s
cousin John Trevasaros.
Emigrating to Australia from Greece in 1948 at the tender age of 15,
Paul Calokerinos was sponsored by his uncle Bill who lived in Tamworth.
Paul spent 18 months working at
the Walcha Cafe, cleaning, cooking,
chopping wood and serving customers. He then spent about six
months at Tamworth’s Ritz Cafe
before he and his relatives pooled
their resources and bought the
Canberra Cafe in 1950. Paul was
just 17 years of age.
Bill sold his share of the business
in 1954 while John opted out in
1965. Paul had operated the York
Cafe until its closure and transferring
to the Canberra. John is now retired
and lives in Sydney while another
cousin Peter who started in Manilla with Paul lives in Tamworth and formerly operated a cafe in Peel Street opposite the post office.
All residents are invited to take part in the celebrations on Sunday
between 2 and 5pm.
Photo: Paul pictured with Reg McMillan during a return visit for a
reunion a few years ago. Mr McMillan with his family had conducted a cafe
here opposite the Express for more than 20 years up until it closed in the
1970’s.

NOTICE
MANILLA Team Penning raffle
results drawn Sunday 24th March
- Jewellery & Tapestry raffle 1st
Jane Martin, 2nd Sheree Gray, 3rd
Jeanette Moss. Hampers & Feed
raffle - 1st Jason Newman, 2nd
Phil Cox, 3rd Helen Knox. Many
thanks to all for your support.

CYSTIC FIBROSIS
FUNDRAISER
AT Calala Hair Colour Design, 88
Calala Lane, Tamworth. MondayFriday 10am-2pm, phone 0423
139 108 or 6762 0888.
Reborn Collectable Dolls - purchase any 2 priced $150 or less
and only pay $100 per doll.
Children’s clothing (baby-teen)
all $1, 925 Silver jewellery from
$5.
Give Cystic Fibrosis ‘a helping
hand’ - thank you for your support
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120H CAT
Grader for hire

Working in the Bingara,
Barraba and Manilla districts.

Contact - James Greenslade
0423 909 206 or Charlie Hart
0428 658 457

PAINTING
CONTRACTOR
GEOFF McKENZIE
Lic. No: R92233

PHONE 0409 914 066
OR 6785 1921
40 years trade
recommendation
Reasonable rates
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